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These articles provide a historiographical assessment of the work of Jacob Rader 
Marcus who, according to Lance Sussman, was both a“historian of the Jewish people” 
and the’dean” of American Jewish history. Sussman argues that Marcus’s interest in 
American Jewish history reflected a broader view of the history of the Jewish people, 
characterized by a“Diaspora-centered” philosophy of Jewish history. Jeffrey Gurock 
argues that by comparing Marcus with Salo W. Baron during the 1950s, when both 
served as president of the American Jewish Historical Society during the now leg- 
endary era of the tercentenary, one can gain a greater appreciation of Marcus the pub- 
lic historian. Even as he made American Jewish scholarship his life’s work, and 
trained generations of students, he was also very concerned with personally educating 
the American Jewish public. Examining Marcus's impact on the historiography of 
colonial America, Jon Butler believes that it was not until historians shifted their em- 
phasis from seventeenth-century Puritanism toward the eighteenth-century 
provinces outside New England, where most colonial Jews lived, that Marcus’s work 
gained the recognition it deserved. 
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Samuel Freuder was one of three nineteenth-century graduates of the Hebrew Union 
College to convert to Christianity. As a new immigrant from a small town in Hungary, 
he was taken in by Isaac Mayer Wise and later ordained by Wise. Much later, Freuder 
came under the influence of Stephen Wise, thus becoming one of very few rabbis to be 
a disciple of both Wises. Freuder’s personal story gives the historian a view of the 
Christian mission of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that is almost 
unparalleled. The life story of Samuel Freuder sheds light on late nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century Reform Judaism, American Christian premillennialism, mis- 
sions to the Jews, and the sociology of the Jewish Eastern European immigrant experi- 
ence in the United States. 
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From 1945 to 1950, Henry Hurwitz, the editor of the Menorah Journal, developed a 
program for American Jewish life that he called”Zakkaian” Judaism. Hurwitz argued 
that Judaism had achieved its moral strength through landlessness and its survival by 
means of Torah. America marked the end of Jewish exile and the culmination of an 
unbroken line of tradition stretching back to Yavneh. In his view the rise of Zionism 
and the establishment of the state of Israel were direct threats to the continuity of an 
American Judaism. 
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